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The Education Bureau will implement the “3+3+4” new academic structure for 
senior secondary education in September 2009.  The following Q&A is a brief 
account of the preparation of our school for the New Senior Secondary (NSS) 
Curriculum.  

�
1. How many subjects will a student     

have to take in Senior Secondary 1 
(SS1)? 

 
2. What elective subjects will be 

offered to NSS students in SS1? 
 
3. What other non-academic learning 

experiences will a student acquire in 
the NSS curriculum? 

 
4. How will students choose among the 11 electives? 
 
5. What strategies have been adopted in the Junior Forms to prepare students for the 

NSS curriculum? 
 
6. How are teachers prepared for the NSS curriculum? 
 
7. What is the NSS curriculum of Liberal Studies? 
 
8. How do we prepare our students for the NSS Liberal Studies subject? 
 
9. How do we prepare our students to carry out the Independent Enquiry Study (IES) 

under the NSS curriculum of Liberal Studies? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
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1. How many subjects will a student have to take in Senior Secondary 1 (SS1)�)�)�)�)�/�Í�‹�/�Í�‹�/�Í�‹�/�Í�‹ �*�*�*�*? 

4 core subjects�!�)�!�)�!�)�!�)
!���ý�ž
!���ý�ž
!���ý�ž
!���ý�ž �*�*�*�* + 3 elective subjects �)�)�)�)�§	…�ý�ž�§	…�ý�ž�§	…�ý�ž�§	…�ý�ž �*�*�*�* 

Under the NSS curriculum, students will take FOUR core subjects, including  

English Language, Chinese Language, Mathematics & the newly introduced Liberal Studies. 

Furthermore, students can choose THREE elective subjects in SS1 

Chinese 
Language

English
Language

Maths
Liberal 
Studies

Chinese 
Language

English
Language

Maths
Liberal 
Studies

3 Elective Subjects

NSS Curriculum in 2009-10

 

 

2. What elective subjects will be offered to NSS students in SS1 ? 

- 11 elective subjects will be offered 

Table 1 

Key Learning Areas���������,	>�â�ž�&�q�,	>�â�ž�&�q�,	>�â�ž�&�q�,	>�â�ž�&�q ��������  Subjects ���������ý�ž�ý�ž�ý�ž�ý�ž ��������  

1. Personal, social and humanities 

education 

Geography, History, Chinese History & 

Economics  

2. Science education Chemistry, Biology, Combined Science 

(Physics + Chemistry) & Combined 

Science (Physics + Biology) 

3. Chinese Language education Chinese Literature 

4. Technology education  Business, Accounting & Financial 

Studies (BAFS) & Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT)  

- Table 1 is only a tentative plan subject to further discussion by the Academic Affairs Section. 
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3. What other non-academic learning experiences will a student acquire in the 
NSS curriculum ? 

 

Under the NSS Curriculum Framework, Other 

Learning Experiences (OLE�• �4 �â �ž �ö �M ) will 

become one of the three components that complement 

the core and elective subjects for whole-person and 

balanced development of the students.    

                                    

                  

 

Our school will offer students a range of OLE 

opportunities both within and outside normal school 

hours to encourage the students to participate in all  

the five areas of OLE, namely Moral and Civic 

Education, Community Service, Career-related 

Experiences, Aesthetic Learning and Physical 

Development. 

 

In addition, in order to help every student build  

up a Student Learning Profile (SLP) for recording  

and reflecting on their learning experiences during 

the senior secondary years, each of the F.1 and 

F.2 students has been given a file to record their  

OLE acquired in junior forms. Students are  

also taught in the Computer lessons to build their  

own SLP through e-class. The SLP will  

provide supplementary information on  

secondary school leavers’ competencies and  

specialties, for giving a better picture of the student. 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Lily Suifang Sun pays visit to our school 

Flag-raising ceremony 

Students do their best in the hurdle race 
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4.  How will students choose among the 11 elective subjects ? 

Students will choose the elective subjects in F.3 under a Block System. A greater variety of choices 

will be offered to students to cater for their ability and interest. 

  

Table 2 - Block System & 11 Elective Subjects with 13 groups (Template) 

Block I Block II Block III 

- Geography 

- Economics 

- Business, Accounting & 

Financial Studies (BAFS) 

- Information and 

Communication Technology 

(ICT)  

- Chemistry 

- Combined Science (Physics 

+ Chemistry) 

- Chinese Literacy 

- History 

 

 

- Biology 

- Combined Science (Physics + 

Biology) 

- Chinese History 

- Economics 

- Information and 

Communication Technology 

(ICT) 

Each student can choose ONE elective subject from each block only 

 

A questionnaire will be distributed to collect information about a more updated preference 

order of F.1 & F.2 students & parents in March 2008.  The arrangement of the 13 groups of 

elective subjects in the 3 different blocks will be further discussed and finalized in June 2008.  
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5.  What strategies have been adopted in the Junior Forms to prepare students 

for the NSS curriculum ? 
 

In order to develop students’ overall capacity for self-directed & life-long learning, our junior form 

curriculum has embedded the principle of independent learning and the 9 generic skills.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Measures and curriculum adopted in junior forms are as follows: 
 

Form    Measures and curriculum 
F.1    Teaching of Mind-mapping 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

� ���� �
���������
�
������ �

��� ��!��"�� ���
#$������������� !�
%�������&���������'�

#�
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F.1 – 2    English Drama subject 

  

 

 

F.1 – 3   Liberal Studies (refer to Q & A 7, 8) 

Project Learning (refer to Q & A 9)  

Field trips  (Geography, Chinese History, History & Liberal Studies) 

Enhancement & Remedial Classes for English Language, Chinese 
Language & Mathematics 

Practising open-ended questions in various subjects 

Adopting enquiry approach in teaching and learning 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our students were awarded the champion in 

Basic Law Drama Competition 

English Drama 

F.1 Liberal Studies Field Trip to Pingshan Heritage Trail 
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6. How are teachers prepared for the NSS curriculum ? 

 

a. Our Staff Development Team (SD Team) has organized a lot of seminars and workshops for 

teachers since 2003.  Our teachers have actively participated in them to better equip 

themselves with the professional knowledge and teaching skills needed in the NSS Curriculum. 

 

Activities prepared for the NSS Curriculum by our SD Team: 

Date Topic Speaker Participant 

8/2003 How to apply the skills of open-ended 

questions to teaching 

�q�ï�¥  (The MCHK 

Wesley College) 

All teaching 

staff 

8/2004 How to teach students to use concept 

maps to sort information effectively 

�•�F��  (Raimondi College) All teaching 

staff 

8/2004 How to apply mind maps to the 

teaching of Chinese Language and 

Chinese History 

�ö�o��  (Lecturer from 

Hong Kong Baptist 

University) 

Chinese 

Language 

and Chinese 

History 

teachers 

12/2004 Sharing session on ‘open-ended 

question teaching’  

Our teaching staff All teaching 

staff 

8/2005 How to implement Liberal Studies 

Education 

Mr CK Wong (Senior 

Curriculum Development 

Officer from EDB) 

All teaching 

staff 

7/2006 Reading Strategy Workshop SD Team of our school CMI 

teachers 

7/2006 Reading Strategy Workshop EMI Team of our school EMI 

teachers 

6/2006 A visit to Ying Wa Girls' School to 

understand the means and effectiveness 

of their reading scheme 

Vice-principal of Ying Wa 

Girls' School & their 

Reading Team 

Reading 

Team & SD 

Team 

8/2006 Our role from the perspective of 334 

Curriculum  

�º�2���c�3 ( EDB) All teaching 

staff 
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1/2007 Workshop on Middle Management in 

334 NSS Curriculum  

EDB Middle 

management 

staff 

8/2007 Sharing Session on the Practice of 

Project Learning 

�Ý�0
q  (Shatin Methodist 

College) 

All teaching 

staff 

8/2007 Skills and Practices of Topic Setting �ö�/	Y  (Part-time 

Lecturer of the Chinese 

University of Hong Kong) 

All teaching 

staff 

7/2007 

& 

10/2007 

Participation in the Project Learning 

Workshops organized by the 

Department of Earth Sciences of the 

University of Hong Kong 

Department of Earth 

Sciences of the University 

of Hong Kong 

LS teachers, 

teachers who 

take part in 

project learning 

studies and 

interested 

subject teachers 

 

 Sharing session on project learning 
 

Teachers are busy in the project learning workshop 

‘Skills and Practices of Topic Setting’ Workshop 

 

‘How to implement Liberal Studies Education’ 

by Mr CK Wong 
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b. Our teachers have attended a lot of NSS seminars, workshops, courses and talks organized by the 

EDB & local universities. 

 

Key Learning Area 

No. of seminars, 

workshops, courses & 

talks attended 

Attendance 

hours 

1. English Language, Chinese Language, 

Mathematics  
50 292 

2. Liberal Studies 23 275.5 

3. Personal, social and humanities 

education [Geography, History, Chinese 

History & Economics] 

26 88.5 

4. Science education  

[Chemistry, Biology, Combined Science 

(Physics + Chemistry) & Combined 

Science (Physics + Biology)] 

35 125 

5. Technology education (including ICT & 

BAFS) 
5 10 

Others 49 310 

Total 188 1101 

  

c. Our teachers are eager and enthusiastic about teaching, so they have spent a lot of their 

valuable time on further study and part-time courses. 44% of our teachers have a master’s 

degree in different academic aspects. 4 teachers are attending the master degree courses in 

Liberal Studies. 
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7.  What is the NSS curriculum of Liberal Studies ? 

 

New Senior Secondary Liberal Studies (LS)�°�°�°�° �e�/�Í�ï�ý�ò�;�P�3�e�/�Í�ï�ý�ò�;�P�3�e�/�Í�ï�ý�ò�;�P�3�e�/�Í�ï�ý�ò�;�P�3 ��������  
 

 

a.  Modules to cover from SS1 – SS3 : 

1. Personal Development and Interpersonal Relationships ��������	•�“���Ï�¶�“���"�ï	•�“���Ï�¶�“���"�ï	•�“���Ï�¶�“���"�ï	•�“���Ï�¶�“���"�ï �������� 

2. HK Today ���������Þ��	i
Ý�Þ��	i
Ý�Þ��	i
Ý�Þ��	i
Ý ��������  

3. Modern China���������\�6�Í�o�\�6�Í�o�\�6�Í�o�\�6�Í�o ��������  

4. Globalization���������Ä�Z�ï�Ä�Z�ï�Ä�Z�ï�Ä�Z�ï ��������  

5. Public Health ���������æ�Å�A�“�æ�Å�A�“�æ�Å�A�“�æ�Å�A�“ ��������  

6. Energy Technology and the Environment ��������
È�•�ý�Þ�¶�I�Ü
È�•�ý�Þ�¶�I�Ü
È�•�ý�Þ�¶�I�Ü
È�•�ý�Þ�¶�I�Ü ��������  

 

b. Independent Enquiry Study (IES):  

Each student has to conduct an Independent Enquiry Study within her three-year course 

of study. IES will be adopted as the mode of School-based Assessment (
 �•�‘
! ) in 

LS. 
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8.  How do we prepare our students for the NSS Liberal Studies subject ? 

 

Our school has started teaching the junior forms Liberal Studies since 2004. The curriculum 

of the subject has acted as a bridge to prepare our students for the NSS LS subject.  The 

curriculum for our junior form LS is as follows : 

 

Junior Form Liberal Studies 

 

Themes covered in F.1   Relevant Modules in NSS LS 

1. Who am I ? - Identity HK Today 

2. Hong Kong: Past and Present HK Today 

Themes covered in F.2    

3. Humans and environment Energy Technology and the 

Environment 

4. Scientific Investigation of  

Food 

Public Health 

Themes covered in F.3    

5. Mass Media in HK HK Today / Globalization 

6. Healthy Life Public Health 

 

In addition to Junior Form LS, through the studies of subjects like Geography, Chinese 

History, History and Integrated Science, our students will also acquire knowledge and skills 

required for the study of the NSS LS subject. 
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9.  How do we prepare our students to carry out the Independent Enquiry Study 
(IES) under the NSS curriculum of Liberal Studies ? 

 

- Through conducting  

Project Learning (PL) in F1 - F3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levels 
Key Learning Areas / Learning 

Contexts 
Learning process / Skills acquired  

- Liberal Studies  

- Geography, History & 

Chinese History 

- Morning Reading Session  

 

Reading, finding main ideas, analyzing 

information, collecting evidence, critical 

thinking, using of mind maps to develop ideas, 

simple interviewing skills 

- Computer  Searching for different types of information  

F.1  

Preparation stage. 

No formal project 

learning is required 
- English Language Using English reported speech to present the 

findings of interviews 
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Level 
Key Learning Areas / 

Learning Contexts 
Learning process / Skills acquired  

- Liberal Studies  Collecting data through scientific 

experiments, data analysis and presentation, 

scientific investigation 

- Integrated Science Acquiring knowledge necessary for  

scientific investigation 

F.2  

Students have to 

conduct a 

science-related project 

(The Project learning 

initiative involves the 

collaboration of LS 

and IS) 

 

- English Language Providing language support to students for 

presenting the project in the oral and written 

format 
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Level 
Key Learning Areas / Learning 

Contexts 
Learning process / Skills acquired  

- Liberal Studies Enquiry-based learning: topic setting, data 

collection through interviews and setting 

questionnaires, data analysis, content writing 

and data presentation 

- PHSE (Geography, Chinese 

History, History and 

Economics) 

Acquiring knowledge necessary for conducting 

the independent enquiry study of social issues 

- Computer  

 

Video production  

F.3 

Students have to 

conduct a social 

science-related 

project (The  

project learning 

initiative involves 

the collaboration 

of LS, PHSE and 

English Language) 
- English Language Providing language support to the students for   

presenting the project in the oral and written 

format 

 

 

                                         

To get well-prepared for the challenges of NSS, each junior form student has conduct two 

comprehensive independent projects in F2 and F3 LS before being promoted to NSS1.  

Field Trip to Central 


